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is to create another Government program and
bankroll it with endless taxpayer dollars. Peo-
ple like Josephine Hinman are showing Wash-
ington that no matter how much taxpayer
money you throw at a problem, little is ever
accomplished without the warmth and com-
passion of caring citizens.

Josephine Hinman’s story is truly inspiring.
Her selfless work should encourage each and
every one of us to reflect on how we may bet-
ter serve others. Most of us learned very
young in life that we share a responsibility to
help our neighbors and care for our commu-
nity. As I visit with and learn about those who
do remarkable works throughout my district, I
continue to be convinced that volunteering is
much more than a responsibility. Having the
time, talents, and ability to brighten the lives of
others is actually one of life’s greatest privi-
leges. The joy with which Josephine Hinman
continues to keep her garden open to all is
solid proof of that.
f
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Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today in recognition of Mr.
Jim Bremer of Wanatah, IN. Not only am I ex-
tremely proud to call him a good friend, but I
am even prouder to call him a friend of his
community and the entire State of Indiana.

I first met Jim when I ran for Congress back
in 1990. During the course of my campaign,
people throughout his home county told me of
his reputation for honesty, hard work, and
common sense. Although he was—and re-
mains—a member of the opposite political
party, his neighbors strongly encouraged me
to seek his advice and support. It was soon
after that I first sat with Jim Bremer in his fa-
mous garage, discussing the national issues
of the day and gazing out at the beautiful ar-
rangement of flowers that surround his entire
home.

During the course of our meeting, I was
elated when Jim pledged to support me in the
1990 election. While the town of Wanatah is
small, the people there are conscientious,
hard working, driven by the right values, and
very active politically. I knew that folks in
Wanatah respected Jim and paid close atten-
tion to his opinions, and I thought his endorse-
ment would mean a lot to my campaign.

However, after Jim said he would support
me, he solemnly proclaimed, ‘‘As soon as you
get elected, I bet we’ll never see you again in
Wanatah.’’ This was probably the only time I
was able to prove him wrong. Not only do I
continue to stop by and sit in Jim’s garage,
but every year I attend the Labor Day picnic
he hosts in his backyard. And I do not exag-
gerate when I claim that the renowned event
is equal to any picnic in the world. Jim roasts
a hog, smokes three turkeys in metal garbage
cans, and serves vine ripened tomatoes fresh
from his Olympic-size garden. If you manage
not to gorge yourself on this bounty, there
then awaits an amazing assortment of Hoosier
desserts—courtesy of Wanatah’s best kitchens
and family recipes.

After the meal, attentions invariably turn to
politics and discussions of our Nation’s future.

Jim allows elected leaders like myself to ad-
dress the scores of people in attendance, and
there are few listeners who are shy about re-
sponding with their own views, comments, and
criticisms. In this age of big budget cam-
paigns, spin doctors, and television attack ads,
Jim reminds all of us that small-town, grass-
roots democracy is alive and well in America.

I am deeply grateful for Jim Bremer’s work
to emphasize the importance of personal rela-
tionships between citizens and their govern-
ment. However, despite the vitality of our
grassroots, the success of Jim’s efforts rests
entirely on the strength of his character and
the personal respect he has earned from oth-
ers. His unshakable—and sometimes biting—
honesty is without question and beyond re-
proach. In addition, he possesses that special
Hoosier brand of common sense that appeals
to independents and people of both major par-
ties. But above all, Jim is a hard worker who
is committed to helping his neighbors and his
community. As a veteran of the Korean war, a
deputy sheriff, and an electrician on the job,
Jim has exhibited the best American values of
dedication, responsibility, and caring for oth-
ers. I consider myself fortunate to be associ-
ated with him.

I hope Americans in the future will not stray
too far from Jim Bremer’s example. If I did not
know that he is a one-of-a-kind, I would say
we need many more of him.
f
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the Nation
recently lost a true treasure with the passing
of Richie Ashburn on September 9. Ashburn
was a Hall of Fame baseball superstar and re-
nowned broadcaster, but he never forgot his
Nebraska roots. In addition to his annual visits
back home, Ashburn made frequent ref-
erences to his hometown of Tilden and the
valuable lessons he learned while growing up
in Nebraska.

Richie Ashburn began his extraordinary ath-
letic career in Nebraska where he starred in
baseball, basketball, and track. Ashburn com-
bined a natural athletic ability with determina-
tion and a strong work ethic. In the process,
he set an enduring standard for athletes in
northeast Nebraska and served as an inspira-
tion for athletes across the State. Indeed this
Member used a Richie Asburn Louisville Slug-
ger when he played baseball for the Utica Le-
gion team and for Utica and Seward in the
Blue Valley League and the Cornhusker
League.

As a major league baseball player, Ashburn
amassed an impressive record which eventu-
ally earned him enshrinement in the Hall of
Fame. Outstanding from the beginning of his
career, Ashburn received Rookie-of-the-Year
honors in 1948. Year after year, he excelled at
the plate and in the field. He retired with an
amazing .308 batting average and had more
hits than any other player in the 1950’s.
Ashburn was a defensive standout in center-
field and led the league in putouts by an out-
fielder nine times, tying a major league record.

Ashburn was also a threat on the basepaths
where he had 234 career stolen bases.

Following his outstanding 15 years in the
majors, Ashburn considered running for Con-
gress, but settled instead on a career in
broadcasting. As a broadcaster for the Phila-
delphia Phillies, Ashburn displayed remarkable
wit, knowledge, and love of the game. He was
a familiar and comfortable voice for Phillies
fans for 35 years.

Ashburn’s impressive statistics in the major
leagues demonstrate his greatness as a play-
er, but they obviously don’t reveal the remark-
able qualities he displayed as a person.
Ashburn was a humble man with a marvelous
sense of humor. He also maintained the val-
ues he learned from his family in Nebraska—
honesty, loyalty, decency, and a caring atti-
tude. He truly had a genuine concern for all
people which earned him numerous friends
and lasting affection. Richie Ashburn will cer-
tainly be missed.

This Member would like to commend to his
colleagues the following editorials from the
Norfolk Daily News and the Philadelphia In-
quirer. The editorials highlight Richie
Ashburn’s impressive accomplishments in Ne-
braska and Philadelphia.
[From the Norfolk Daily News, Sept. 10, 1997]

LOSS MOURNED

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF RICHIE ASHBURN WILL BE
REMEMBERED BY MANY IN AREA

Just short of a half-century ago, Richie
Ashburn was named ‘‘rookie of the year’’ by
the Sporting News. He had compiled a .333
batting average in his first major league
year; had stolen 32 bases to lead in that cat-
egory even though he missed a month of the
season. He was chosen as a starter in center
field for the National League allstar team in
that year, 1948.

His reaction to the award was this: ‘‘I only
hope I will merit the honor by better playing
next year.’’ His career with the Philadelphia
Phillies and finally with the Chicago Cubs
and New York Mets, was marked by that de-
termination and for continued high-level
performance. A lifetime record of achieve-
ment in baseball led to belated recognition
as a Hall of Fame member in 1995.

Northeast Nebraskans followed this Tilden
native’s career closely, from his days with
the Antelopes in the early 1940s, a Legion
baseball team sponsored by the post in
Neligh, to his stellar performance as a bas-
ketball player in the off-season for Norfolk
Junior College.

He had the strong support of parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Neil Ashburn, who made a home for
Richie and four of his young teammates in
their first years in Philadelphia. His mother
still lives in Tilden.

His talent was not limited to playing base-
ball, but also included column-writing for a
Philadelphia newspaper and a long career as
an announcer for the Phillies. Now his career
is closed with his sudden, unexpected death
Sept. 9 at the age of 70.

He has an extended family to mourn his
loss. It consists of supportive relatives, of
course, whom he came back to Nebraska to
see regularly. But it also numbers thousands
of aging baseball fans who still remember
vividly his exploits on the field and are
proud of his performance off of it.

[From the Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 10,
1997]

THE WHIZ KID

ON THE FIELD AND IN THE BROADCAST BOOTH,
RICHIE ASHBURN WAS PHILADELPHIA TO THE
CORE

Try to name a Philadelphian more beloved
than D. Richard Ashburn.
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